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VETERAN’S DAY OBSERVATIONS IN ACTON AND BOXBOROUGH
Veterans Day in Acton
The Town of Acton’s Veteran Services Department, as well as the Celebrations and
Ceremonies Committee, invite you to join us for this year’s Veterans Day Ceremony.
The ceremony will be observed on Friday, November 11th at 11am. Please park behind
Town Hall or behind the Fire Station. The ceremony will take place outdoors (weather
permitting) by the Isaac Davis monument on the town common. In the event of
inclement weather, we will move the ceremony to the Faulkner room inside town
hall. All are encouraged to attend. We hope you can join us in paying reverence to our
nations’ heroes.
Veterans Day in Boxborough
The town of Boxborough cordially invites all Town Veterans and all residents to attend
the 2022 Veterans Day Ceremony on Friday, November 11th at 11:00 am. The
ceremony will take place at Boxborough Veterans Memorial at Sargent Memorial
Library, located at 427 Massachusetts Avenue. We look forward to seeing everyone at
the ceremony as we honor all those who served in our Armed Forces.
Bugles Across America
On the first Sunday of every month at 5 p.m., we gather at our War
Memorial Site, next to the Acton Fire Station across from the Common, to
honor all our fallen men and women. We are not alone in doing this;
people just like us are doing the same thing all over the United States at
the same time. All are invited to attend.
Check out our website: www.buglesacrossamerica.org/www.buglecall.org.
In closing, let’s never forget the fallen.
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A gift account has been established to help Acton Veterans and surviving spouses as
needed for basic needs. 100% of all donations go directly to assisting those in need. If
you wish to help Veterans and surviving spouses on the immediate local level please
contact my office to learn more.

What’s the PACT Act and
how will it affect my VA
benefits and care?
The PACT Act is perhaps the largest health care and
benefit expansion in VA history. The full name of the
law is The Sergeant First Class (SFC) Heath
Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address
Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act.

How do I know if I have a presumptive exposure to burn pits?
If you served in any of these locations and time periods, we’ve determined that you had
exposure to burn pits or other toxins. We call this having a presumption of exposure.
On or after September 11, 2001,
in any of these locations:

The PACT Act will bring these changes:
§

§

Expands and extends eligibility for VA health care for Veterans with toxic
exposures and Veterans of the Vietnam, Gulf War, and post-9/11 eras
Adds more than 20 new presumptive conditions for burn pits and other toxic
exposures

§

Adds more presumptive-exposure locations for Agent Orange and radiation

§

Requires VA to provide a toxic exposure screening to every Veteran enrolled in
VA health care

§

Helps us improve research, staff education, and treatment related to toxic
exposures

What does it mean to have a presumptive condition
for toxic exposure?
To get a VA disability rating, your disability must connect to your military service. For
many health conditions, you need to prove that your service caused your
condition. However, for some conditions, we automatically assume (or “presume”) that
your service caused your condition. We call these “presumptive conditions.” We
consider a condition presumptive when it's established by law or regulation. If you have
a presumptive condition, you don’t need to prove that your service caused the condition.
You only need to meet the service requirements for the presumption.
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On or after August 2, 1990, in any
of these locations:

§

Afghanistan

§

Bahrain

§

Djibouti

§

Iraq

§

Egypt

§

Kuwait

§

Jordan

§

Oman

§

Lebanon

§

Qatar

§

Syria

§

Saudi Arabia

§

Uzbekistan

§

Somalia

§

Yemen

§

§

The airspace above any of
these locations

The United Arab Emirates
(UAE)

§

The airspace above any of
these locations

What burn pit and other toxic exposure conditions are now
presumptive?

These illnesses are now presumptive:
§

Asthma that was diagnosed after
service

§

Chronic bronchitis

§

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD)

§

Emphysema

§

Granulomatous disease

§

Interstitial lung disease (ILD)

§

Pleuritis

§

Chronic rhinitis

§

Pulmonary fibrosis

§

Chronic sinusitis

§

Sarcoidosis

§

Constrictive bronchiolitis or obliterative
bronchiolitis

What new Agent Orange presumptive conditions will the VA add?
Based on the PACT Act, we’ve added 2 new Agent Orange presumptive conditions:
§

High blood pressure (also called hypertension)

§

Monoclonal gammopathy of undetermined significance (MGUS)

What new Agent Orange presumptive locations will VA add?
We’ve added these 5 new locations to the list of presumptive locations:
§

Any U.S. or Royal Thai military base in Thailand from January 9, 1962,
through June 30, 1976

We’ve added more than 20 burn pit and other toxic exposure presumptive conditions
based on the PACT Act. This change expands benefits for Gulf War era and post-9/11
Veterans.

§

Laos from December 1, 1965, through September 30, 1969

§

Cambodia at Mimot or Krek, Kampong Cham Province from April 16, 1969,
through April 30, 1969

These cancers are now presumptive:

§

Guam or American Samoa or in the territorial waters off of Guam or American
Samoa from January 9, 1962, through July 31, 1980

§

Johnston Atoll or on a ship that called at Johnston Atoll from January 1, 1972,
through September 30, 1977

§

Brain cancer

§

Melanoma

§

Gastrointestinal cancer of any type

§

Neck cancer of any type

§

Glioblastoma

§

§

Head cancer of any type

Pancreatic cancer
Reproductive cancer of any type

§

Kidney cancer

§

§

Lymphatic cancer of any type

§

§

Lymphoma of any type

Respiratory (breathing-related) cancer of
any type
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If you served on active duty in any of these locations, we’ll automatically
assume (or “presume”) that you had exposure to Agent Orange.
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